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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

U.S. Patent 6,177,931 is relied upon for teaching tracking of interactive content 
viewed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-14, 36, 38, and 40-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,600,496 to Wagner in view of U.S. Patent 5,850,249 to 
Massetti and U.S. Patent 6,177,931 to Alexander. 

Regarding claims 1-3, 5, 36, 45, and 46, Wagner discloses a method 
comprising: 

Displaying a TV program with an associated channel (column 3, lines 7-49, 
figures 5-6), 

Displaying an interactive TV mode indicator if the displayed TV program supports 
an interactive TV mode (figure 6, animated character 41, column 6, lines 18-43); 
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Activating the mode in response to a user request (column 6, lines 44-55) 
Opening an interactive window (figure 7, window 45, column 6, lines 44-55, 

column 7, lines 9-16). 

Wagner fails to disclose updating a channel status list for interactive programs, 

including the time, and identifying all channels for which the interactive mode has been 

activated. 

Massetti discloses a viewer monitoring system which utilizes an identification 
code and time stamp to figure out what program a user is watching, additionally, it 
monitors to see if a user is utilizing a VCR or playing a video game, the monitoring 
results are stored locally and then transmitted from home computer 82 to a central office 
(column 6, lines 48-67, column 7, lines 22-67, column 9, lines 11-24, line 57-column 10, 
line 16, column 13, lines 25- column 14, line 12, line 37column 15, line 50, column 16, 
lines 8-67), thus providing information to advertisers regarding what programs and 
services users are watching and using. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wagner to include the status features of Massetti, thus providing 
information to advertisers regarding what programs and services users are watching 
and using. 

The combination of Wagner and Massetti fails to disclose updating a channel 
status list for interactive programs, including the time, and identifying all channels for 
which the interactive mode has been activated. 
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Alexander discloses a user monitoring system that records when a user 
accesses interactive content, the time, and the corresponding channel (column 18, lines 
33-53, column 28, lines 30-67), this data is then analyzed to determine user 
characteristics for targeted advertising purposes (column 29, lines 14-55, column 30, 
lines 16-37, column 33, lines 26-43). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Wagner and Massetti to utilize the monitoring of 
Alexander in order to analyze user characteristics to provide targeted advertising. 

Regarding claims 4, 1 1 , Alexander discloses a modem (separate tuner) is used 
to retrieve interactive information (column 8, lines 44-49). 

Regarding claims 6 and 13, Wagner discloses an icon in figures 6 and 7, which 
notifies a user of additional content. 

Wagner, Massetti and Alexander do not disclose removing an indicator after a 
set time period. 

The examiner takes official notice that removing an indicator after a set time 
period, such as EPG program information which is overlaid over video and fades after a 
few seconds to remove a distraction, is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Wagner, Alexander and Massetti to remove an 
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indicator after a set time, in order to allow an entire video image to be seen thus 
removing a distraction. 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Wagner discloses in Figure 2, a memory device 18 
and processing control circuitry 15 which run the software to implement display of an 
icon (column 4, lines 28-44). Massetti discloses that the monitoring results are 
stored/updated on a home computer 82 (column 6, lines 48-67, column 7, lines 22-67, 
column 9, lines 11-24, line 57-column 10, line 16, column 13, lines 25- column 14, line 
12, line 37column 15, line 50, column 16, lines 8-67). 

Regarding claims 8-10, Wagner discloses a method comprising: 
Displaying a TV program with an associated channel (column 3, lines 7-49, 
figures 5-6), 

Displaying an online TV mode indicator (figure 6, animated character 41, column 
6, lines 30-37), if the displayed TV program supports an online TV mode (figure 6, 
column 6, lines 18-43); 

Activating the mode in response to a user request (column 6, lines 44-55) 

Opening an interactive window (figure 7, window 45, column 6, lines 44-55, 
column 7, lines 9-16). 

Wagner fails to disclose updating a channel status list for interactive programs, 
including the time, and identifying all channels for which the interactive mode has been 
activated and providing online videos. 
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Massetti discloses a viewer monitoring system which utilizes an identification 
code and time stamp to figure out what program a user is watching, additionally, it 
monitors to see if a user is utilizing a VCR or playing a video game, the monitoring 
results are stored locally and then transmitted from home computer 82 to a central office 
(column 6, lines 48-67, column 7, lines 22-67, column 9, lines 11-24, line 57-column 10, 
line 16, column 13, lines 25- column 14, line 12, line 37column 15, line 50, column 16, 
lines 8-67), thus providing information to advertisers regarding what programs and 
services users are watching and using. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wagner to include the status features of Massetti, thus providing 
information to advertisers regarding what programs and services users are watching 
and using. 

The combination of Wagner and Massetti fails to disclose updating a channel 
status list for interactive programs, including the time, identifying all channels for which 
the interactive mode has been activated, and providing an online video mode. 

Alexander discloses a user monitoring system that records when a user 
accesses interactive content, the time, and the corresponding channel (column 18, lines 
33-53, column 28, lines 30-67), interactive content may include videos (column 34, lines 
10-18), this data is then analyzed to determine user characteristics for targeted 
advertising purposes (column 29, lines 14-55, column 30, lines 16-37, column 33, lines 
26-43). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Wagner and Massetti to utilize the monitoring of 
Alexander in order to analyze user characteristics to provide target advertising. 

Regarding claim 12, Alexander discloses that the video may be stored on the 
World Wide Web (column 34, lines 10-18). Wagner discloses that webpages may be 
opened (figure 7, column 6, lines 44-55). 

Regarding claim 38, Wagner discloses in Figure 2, a TV tuner 16 and 
communication device 17, which may be a modem or DSL adapter (column 3, line 50- 
column 4, line 21). 

Regarding claims 40-44, Wagner discloses an interactive entertainment system 
(Figure 2),with a processor 15 and memory 18 (Figures 6,7, column 3, lines 7-27, 
column 6, lines 18-55). 

Wagner's storage device inherently receives updates from the processor to add 
and delete television channels from the interactive mode, as the processor must inform 
the storage device that the interactive mode has been entered or exited, thus beginning 
or ending display of data which is stored in the storage device's buffer and received 
from modem/tuner 100. 

Wagner does not disclose updating a list to indicate that an interactive program is 
being viewed. 
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Wagner fails to disclose updating a channel status list for interactive programs, 
including the time, and identifying all channels for which the interactive mode has been 
activated. 

Massetti discloses a viewer monitoring system which utilizes an identification 
code and time stamp to figure out what program a user is watching, additionally, it 
monitors to see if a user is utilizing a VCR or playing a video game, the monitoring 
results are stored locally and then transmitted from home computer 82 to a central office 
(column 6, lines 48-67, column 7, lines 22-67, column 9, lines 1 1-24, line 57-column 10, 
line 16, column 13, lines 25- column 14, line 12, line 37column 15, line 50, column 16, 
lines 8-67), thus providing information to advertisers regarding what programs and 
services users are watching and using. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wagner to include the status features of Massetti, thus providing 
information to advertisers regarding what programs and services users are watching 
and using. 

The combination of Wagner and Massetti fails to disclose updating a channel 
status list for interactive programs, including the time, and identifying all channels for 
which the interactive mode has been activated. 

Alexander discloses a user monitoring system that records when a user 
accesses interactive content, the time, and the corresponding channel (column 18, lines 
33-53, column 28, lines 30-67), this data is then analyzed to determine user 
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characteristics for targeted advertising purposes (column 29, lines 14-55, column 30, 
lines 16-37, column 33, lines 26-43). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Wagner and Massetti to utilize the monitoring of 
Alexander in order to analyze user characteristics to provide target advertising. 

3. Claims 54-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 5,850,249 to Massetti in view of U.S. Patent 6,177,931 to Alexander. 

Regarding claims 54-59, Massetti discloses a viewer monitoring system which 
utilizes an identification code and time stamp to figure out what program a user is 
watching, additionally, it monitors to see if a user is utilizing a VCR or playing a video 
game, the monitoring results are stored locally and then transmitted from home 
computer 82 to a central office (column 6, lines 48-67, column 7, lines 22-67, column 9, 
lines 11-24, line 57-column 10, line 16, column 13, lines 25- column 14, line 12, line 
37column 15, line 50, column 16, lines 8-67), thus providing information to advertisers 
as to what users are watching. 

Massetti fails to disclose recording if the channel in an interactive mode, a time 
the user entered the interactive mode, an address associated with the interactive mode, 
if the channel is in an online mode, a time when the channel entered an online mode, 
and an address corresponding to the online mode. 

Alexander discloses a user monitoring system that records when a user 
accesses interactive or online content, the time, the website visited or advertising 



Application/Control Number: 09/560,666 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2611 

content watched and the corresponding channel (column 18, lines 33-53, column 28, 
lines 30-67), this data is then analyzed to determine user characteristics for targeted 
advertising purposes (column 29, lines 14-55, column 30, lines 16-37, column 33, lines 
26-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Massetti to utilize the online and interactive monitoring features of 
Alexander in order to analyze user characteristics to provide target advertising. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 37, 39 ,47 and 51-53 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,034,902 to Steinmann: Method and System for Ascertaining the 
Consumption Habits of a Test Population. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 703- 
305-3234. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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